[Hepatic function and significance of the increase in serum concentrations of IgA in alcoholic cirrhosis].
Elevated serum gammaglobulin concentrations are frequently observed in patients with liver cirrhosis. Predominant elevation of the IgA is generally considered as suggestive of an alcoholic aetiology. The aim of this study was to define the factors that determine the serum concentration of IgA in alcoholic cirrhosis. Twenty-seven patients with alcoholic cirrhosis were studied. Serum concentrations of IgG, IgA and IgM were measured by immunonephelometry. Hepatocellular function was assessed by the Child-Turcotte score, the prothrombin time and the intrinsic clearance of indocyanine green. The importance of intra-hepatic shunts was estimated according to the intact hepatocyte theory, and the degree of hepatic necrosis by serum levels of transaminases. It was noted that: 1) the IgA concentration correlated significantly with the Child-Turcotte score and with the decrease of the prothrombin time, intrinsic clearance and the functional fraction of hepatic blood flow; 2) there was no such correlation between the serum concentration of IgA and the total hepatic blood flow or transaminase levels; 3) there was no correlation between serum concentration of IgG or IgM and the factors studied. These results suggest that in alcoholic cirrhosis, increase in serum IgA, reflects the degree of impairment of hepatic function and intrahepatic shunting.